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Klamath County Economic Development Grant Application - Submission #1348
Date Submitted: 9/30/2020
Title of Project*
Winter Sports and Community Development at Southern Oregon's Premier Ice Arena

Funds Requested*
$18,000

Grant Manager/Contact*
Cindy Reed

Organization Applying*
Klamath Ice Sports Inc.

Applicant Type*
Please check one
Non Profit

Private Business

Tribe

Other

Phone Number*
5418505758

Email Address*
cindy@klamathicesports.org

Address
5075 Fox Sparrow Dr

City
Klamath Falls
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State
Oregon

Zip Code
97601
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Brief Description of Project*
KIS is a grassroots, volunteer-led community focused class nonprofit that operates the only covered, outdoors, NHL-sized ice
rink facility in all of Southern Oregon and Northern California. The KIS mission develops and provides wholesome winter-time
activities and attractive facilities for ice sports in the Klamath Basin, promoting participation by youth and families at a
reasonable cost, in a beautiful year-round multi-use pavilion setting. The rink opens late October and extends through March,
weather-permitting, each year and offers a variety of programs ranging from public skating, skating lessons, Learn-to-Skate
and Learn-to-Play feature programs, hockey leagues for all ages, curling, broomball, college physical education courses,
hockey tournaments, special events including an annual figure skating exhibition, serving over 25,000 guests a year.
For the last 20 years, Klamath Ice Sports Inc. has supported economic development in Klamath County with the creation of
15-20 seasonal jobs each year, 1-2 full-time jobs in management, venue services that bring in out-of-town guests that support
local restaurants and hotels , hiring of local engineering and out-of-town contractor services for facility projects, and promotion
of local tourism as reliable winter recreation option in the area. Since 2018, KIS decided to develop its programs and facility to
play a better role in economic and community development initiatives by increasing partnerships with local education, health,
business, and tourism organizations in their missions.
Last year, KIS piloted the education program Science-on-Ice adding STEM-focused fieldtrip experiences for 5th grade youth,
increased college-credit classes options in curling and skating, created partnerships with local health leaders that address
improvements in physical activity, health, and wellness, and decided to develop options for Oregon Tech senior projects in
renewable energy and sustainable design options at the Bill Collier Ice Arena, develop plans for recreation and trailhead
options at the BCIA facility, and develop options with local small businesses to offer discounts for leisure, athletics, and
recreation activities. It is through these efforts that KIS has enhanced its role supporting local economy.
This year has been critical during the COVID19 pandemic to ask for Klamath County support as local communities, being
among the poorest in all of Oregon and ranking among the lowest in access to physical activity during winter for Oregon
counties, has experienced significant economic losses due to COVID19, in addition to facing significant losses due to recent
fires. KIS is one of the only ice rinks in Oregon allowed to operate as normal during COVID19. The Bill Collier Ice Arena has a
limited attendance of 250 people at one time during COVID19, which will not disrupt normal operations. However, KIS expects
a decrease in attendance due to COVID19 as the public is encouraged to avoid gatherings, but expects increased demand in
venue services for hockey teams and other youth sports as indoor sports are cancelled across the region. Ensuring our normal
operations this year guarantees our local communities, who have lost so much, something they can and will be able to do
safely with Klamath County help.
Opening date is October 30th, and KIS may open earlier to facilitate Medford hockey teams whose normal, indoor facility
remains closed. KIS typically closes the Bill Collier Ice Arena mid-March, weather depending, and will close earlier if funds are
not sufficient to operate until then.

Also provide a project schedule if possible.
Explain the source of all funds for this project*
Funds for the Bill Collier Ice Arena include user fees, grants, donations, and services in-kind. Typically 60% of KIS funds come
from user fees and the remaining from fundraising, grants, and donations. The current economic conditions make predicting
KIS income in 2020-2021 a challenge. Indoor rinks throughout Oregon have reported 70% in losses as a result of COVID19,
however, KIS is predicting losses of up to 30% because the facility is outdoors-only, has less restrictions than other rinks, and
may experience increased demand as a result of closures in nearby cities such as Medford, OR. Despite these uncertainties,
KIS has secured funding from Sky Lakes Medical Center Foundation, Oregon Skating Commission, Aloha Hockey Grant, and
Bobby Freeland Hockey Grant. KIS is pending funding approval from PacifiCorp Foundation, Umpqua Bank Foundation, CDW
Foundation, and has leftover funds from previous seasons to support its operations during reopening in October 2020.
Altogether, KIS has over $62,000 in secured funding from outside organizations and is requesting $18,000 from Klamath
County to support the 2020-2021 season, thus meeting the 30% cash match requirement by the county.

In addition to this answer, a project budget is necessary. A detailed budget is not required; in the box below provide a
general financial description. Identify how this project would be modified if only partial funding from the County is
obtained. Be sure to include the required 30% cash match in your budget
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Explain what exactly the project funds (and especially the county funds) will pay for*
Klamath County funds will first and foremost support KIS in reimbursing unbudgeted costs as a result of reopening guidelines.
County funds will be used first to reimburse supplies and materials needed to meet COVID19 reopening guidelines. This
includes weatherproof informational signs and stickers, sanitization stations, sneeze shields for our outdoor-kiosks,
sanitization sprays and disinfectants, and purchasing extra supplies needed for cleaning our facility after public use. Additional
funds will be used to support payroll costs for 1-2 part-time staff members who will support safety, social distancing
compliance, and other duties at our facility during larger gatherings such as public skate and/or hockey games. Your funds will
support other operating costs for rinks projects that might arise during the season including purchasing more unbudgeted
supplies, more rental skates and hockey equipment that meet demands but also supports KIS in having a large enough
inventory that allows proper disinfection during this critical time, and the chance of hiring another staff member to ensure
COVID19 compliance and safety during public sessions.
Identify how this project would be modified if only partial funding from the County is obtained. Be sure to include the
required 30% cash match in your budget
Identify the specific economic development benefits from this project*
Klamath County support to KIS in the 2020-2021 season will ensure the retainment of 11 jobs at and will allow for up to 20
staff members at the Bill Collier Ice Arena, thus meeting County objectives to retain jobs in the County. Furthermore, it will
ensure the rink director, assistant director, and up to three supervisors continued development in workplace and business
leadership skills that include community outreach, partnership development, program and financial management, fundraising
and grant writing, small business management, accounting, and communication, thus meeting County objectives to enhance
skills of local residents. Most rink employees are current high school and Oregon Tech students with local backgrounds, and
the rink promotes these students to leadership positions so they will develop their skills further post-graduation.
KIS promotes Klamath County objectives to distribute business information in their advertising opportunities at the arena and
is actively developing new methods to further develop local small business resiliency with a discount and coupon package
program.
KIS has the unique capacity to partner with organizations of a variety of disciplines including education, health and wellness,
small business, transportation, hotel and guest services, recreation and tourism, and even engineering firms that promote
economic development in the region. KIS has actively developed partnerships with organizations, such as Triad School,
Hosanna Christian School, Klamath County and City School Districts, Sky Lakes Medical Center, Klamath County Public
Health, and Healthy Klamath Partnership in the last few years to better support their missions and these will directly and
indirectly impact economic development in youth enrichment, athletics, advertising and marketing, health promotion, and by
serving as an event venue for the region. We are working to developing trailheads at our facility with available trail maps and
kiosks to support local recreation organizations such as Klamath Trail Alliance and Discover Klamath.
In order to continue our work to promote economic development in Klamath County, it is vital Klamath Ice Sports Inc. receive
funding to maintain its normal operations and continue to develop its capacity in supporting local residents, organizations,
business, and economic development initiatives to thrive. KIS is uniquely capable of partnering and facilitating programs in a
variety of disciplines and will immediately impact economic development in Klamath County at this critical point-in-time.

Reference to economic development objectives in section 5 in grant memorandum
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Identify how this project is consistent with regional or local economic development plans*
KIS is consistent with SCOEDD economic development plans and will effectively support their mission and objectives as
described in the following narratives.
KIS supports and aligns in the overall SCOEDD mission of building cooperation and collaboration between private, public, and
community entities by supporting organizations and missions across a variety of disciplines. Through direct and indirect
activities, KIS leads to the generation of wealth in youth enrichment, athletics, advertising and marketing, health promotion,
and by serving as an event venue for the region. We have outlined exactly how KIS impacts each sector in the paragraphs
below:
Youth and adult sports events draw crowds from across the West Coast and generate wealth at BCIA facility and support local
hotel, restaurant and guest services. Furthermore, BCIA serves as a venue option that extends beyond winter, and BCIA
would have featured several “Kruise of Klamath” events in Summer 2020 had COVID19 not cancelled the event. KIS is
committed to develop BCIA as a venue beyond ice sports in the spring and summer from now on.
KIS youth enrichment programs actively generate wealth in education sectors by supplying additional income opportunities for
local bus drivers, teachers, and parent coaches who operate these programs. Our featured Learn-to-Skate and Learn-to-Play
youth programs support teaching positions for a limited number of adjunct staff as do KIS college-credit figure skating and
curling classes.
KIS supports local health promotion and wellbeing initiatives and are employing data collection tools for health jurisdictions on
issues related to access to physical activity and wellness. Health organizations will use KIS data to support their causes that
benefit the economy including reporting to evaluators, sponsors, and government agencies, and for accessing new funding
opportunities such as hiring grant-funded program specialists or installing new health programs in the community.
Businesses utilize Bill Collier Ice Arena for advertisements and marketing with our tiered sponsorship packages and
advertising opportunities.
Lastly, KIS itself supports up to 20 seasonal jobs, one full-time, year-round positions and one full-time seasonal position. The
current Executive Director moved to Klamath Falls specifically for this position and the current Assistant Director remained in
this region after graduating from Oregon Tech specifically for KIS experiences and employment opportunities.
KIS also supports direct SCOEDD objectives, and these are outlined in the paragraphs below:
KIS supports the SCOEDD mission of providing “a more diversified job base that provides a more resilient economy and
quality jobs that contribute to a rising standard of living”. KIS offers income for local high school and college-aged youth who
develop skills in a wide variety of disciplines that range from manual labor, food service, customer service, heavy machine
operation, community outreach, event management, and so much more. The job is never boring at the Bill Collier Ice Arena,
and new problems arise everyday that develop employees skills in problem solving, critical thinking, conflict resolution,
technical assistance, effective communication, punctuality, and safety. Moreover, KIS offers full-time positions to staff members
who are passionate about their community and choose to work in Klamath Falls despite opportunities elsewhere. By their
emphasis on community outreach, fundraising, relationship development, and creative program development these positions
support economic resiliency by facilitating community networks and ensuring progress of current initiatives across multiple
fields.
KIS supports the SCOEDD mission of creating an economy draws on its agricultural, geothermal, and solar resources and is a
leader in the development of alternative, sustainably-produced energy and the technologies that uses it. KIS already utilizes
geothermal water at its facility, and is working to develop a partnership with Oregon Tech to increase student projects
regarding new renewable energy opportunities at the Bill Collier Ice Arena. KIS looks to specifically create an ongoing student
project for mechanical, renewable energy, electrical, and civil engineering students to perform a feasibility and energy usage
studies in solar and/or geothermal energies at the Bill Collier Ice Arena.
KIS actively supports the SCOEDD mission of creating “coordinated education and training opportunities for local residents
that provide our workforce with a spectrum of skill levels and ensures that prosperity is broadly shared among the population.“
KIS offers a wide variety of diverse workplace experiences that provide a spectrum of skills and training opportunities that
benefit youth, young adult, and volunteers who work and contribute to KIS. Rink volunteers include children, working adults,
and retired citizens and they develop skills in CPR, FirstAid, Food Handler’s Licensure, event management, fundraising,
coaching, teaching, and custodial practices. High school and young adult staff members garner experience in heavy
machinery operation, working in extreme conditions, food services, punctuality, customer services, safety, and technical
maintenance of the ice sheet. These employees often advance to supervisory positions, and some even to administrative
positions.
KIS also trains volunteers, parents, and staff to teach, coach, referee, and manage sporting events and cultural and artistic
shows. Furthermore, KIS offers to train individuals in highly skilled practices such as blade sharpening, Zamboni operations,
ice sheet maintenance, and tractor operations. These experiences require development in critical interpersonal and technical
skills that reinforce workplaces of all kinds for the rest of their lives.
http://www.scoedd.org/docs/2013%2020CEDS%20Final.pdf
https://www.klamathcounty.org/Admin/FormCenter/Submissions/Print/1348
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Describe the prospective applicant's experience in administering and/or delivering similar types of projects*
Klamath Ice Sports Inc. is a grassroots, volunteer-led community based nonprofit that has served Klamath County since 1999
and has successfully turned the late Mr. Bill Collier’s Moore Park garden hose ice-rink into an iconic gem of an ice arena in
Klamath County, OR that is regarded among ice sports experts as a beautiful facility with world-class quality ice. KIS has over
20 years of experience in administering and delivering similar projects and owes its past success to the passion, dedication,
and strong communication of its organization members. KIS is in a better position now more than ever to lead current
economic development initiatives upon the 2018 hiring of new Executive Director, Bill Anderson, who has been working in the
rink industry for over 30 years. Through Bill’s leadership, KIS has already piloted the model Science-on-Ice program for 5th
graders and established new connections with local health initiatives. Bill has kept several OIT graduates local by supporting
them in leadership positions at the rink. With 20 years of demonstrated community experience and leadership that has
demonstrated progress since 2018, KIS is immediately prepared for success in the 2020-2021 season with Klamath County
funding support.

Describe how the prospective applicant intends to publically acknowledge the assistance received from the County:*
Upon approval of a logo contract, we will offer to place Klamath County logos on our website, our ice arena walls,
informational and sports brochures, in our monthly e-mail newsletters, and we will mention Klamath County as a sponsor at
fundraising events, via a Herald and News press release, and in our ongoing grant writing efforts to express our thanks for
Klamath County funding support. We are interested in discussing other strategies with Klamath County representatives to
better promote the County.
At a minimum, the applicant will provide a press release to local media
Let us know of any questions, comments or concerns that you would like to give us about the Economic Development Grant
Program or any feedback you would like to offer
Hello,
Regarding the grant, we wanted to inform you that we attached our own budget in addition to the Klamath County Finance
budget. Our budget reflects expenses and revenue without our in-kind services, which we believe is important because of the
have uncertainties regarding unbudgeted expenses in reopening and maitenance of the ice rink facility during COVID19. Our
in-kind services are a major part of our operations, but COVID19 has altered how many volunteers will work with us due to
their health concerns, and many are not returning.
In regards to the application process, we found the application portal effective and useful but we suggest a change in the
application save portal, which saves a new application for each session online. It would help us if the application did not save
a new application each time we selected save, because we now have several applications in our form menu. Another idea is
to clean up the instructions for the supporting documents tab. It is hard to read and we found the proof of federal tax i
confusing. In addition, we recommend you provide a list of eligible sources of federal tax ID proof. This would benefit us, and
likely others to have a clear list of what counts as eligible. Lastly, we would like to know if it is required to obtain a logo contract
license before grant application submission. We will be applying as soon as we begin working full-time in Klamath County next
week, but haven't had the opportunity to visit the office yet.
Thanks for all the hard work, and for helping create this wonderful opportunity for Klamath County. We hope you consider us
for this funding opportunity.
-Bill Anderson, Cindy Reed, and Bill Collier Ice Arena Staff and Volunteers

https://www.klamathcounty.org/Admin/FormCenter/Submissions/Print/1348
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Supporting Docs (put them all in one file)*

Insurance Requirements

KIS2020_KlamathCounty.pdf

Insurance Acord 25-S with County required
minimums, Klamath County as additional insured,
additional insured endorsement, proof of workers
comp and auto coverage (if needed). If no employees
or autos will be used for grant fulfillment, a document
on letterhead stating no employees or autos will be
used for grant fulfilment must be submitted.

***Proof of federal tax id (if one is issued, do not upload
docs for SSN) ***Entity's W-9 form (omit SSN) ***Grant
Budget - Use the grant budget template provided
***Support letters - All entities are required to obtain
support from 3 businesses/organizations ***If your grant
project involves signage of any kind, you are required to
gather and submit letters from all required local, regional
or state sign authorities involved demonstrating approval
to place signage on their land/property during the
timeframe of the grant ***If your grant project involves
infrastructure development/construction you must include
plan drawings and approval from permitting authorities if
required locally ***These documents must be uploaded as
ONE pdf document.***
Electronic Signature Agreement*

By checking the "I agree" box below, you agree and acknowledge that 1) your application will not be signed in the
sense of a traditional paper document, 2) by signing in this alternate manner, you authorize your electronic signature
to be valid and binding upon you to the same force and effect as a handwritten signature, and 3) you may still be
required to provide a traditional signature at a later date.
I agree.
Electronic Signature
Cindy A Reed

Date and Time*
9/30/2020
11:15 AM

https://www.klamathcounty.org/Admin/FormCenter/Submissions/Print/1348
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Klamath County Economic Development Grant Application
Project Budget
Klamath Ice Sports Inc. October 2020 to March 2021

Committed

Pending

Total

Actual

Comments/Explanations

INCOME
County Grant Request
Cash Revenues Source: Ads
Source: Concessions
Source: Contributions
Source: Events
Source: Fundraising
Source: Grants
Source: Int Div Income Endow
Source: Merchandise
Programs

$
$

18,000

$
$
$
$
$
$

8,000
12,000
1,350
15,850
50,000
38,000
$

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

$

$
$

21,750
21,750

$

300,491

$
$
$
$
$
$

9,000
6,000
14,085
8,000
17,500
16,700

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

94,000
5,200
10,300
109,500
425
5,500
17,250
600
4,500
52,550
1,400
24,500
161,310
161,310

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
-

$
$
$300
$
$
$

59,600
2,500
10,000
12,800
72,400

-

2,000
8,000
5,691
3,500
700
40,000
57,891
26,600
1,400
2,000
250
5,000
1,700
7,200
8,000
39,500
2,000
65,650
278,741

$

Hockey
Hock LSP
Group Lessons
Private Lessons
Youth Hockey
Source: Programs Total
Source: Rental Equipment
Source: Skate Sharpening
Sessions
Afterschool Skate
Broomball
Curling
Drop In Hock
Family Skate
Ice Rink Rental
Open Skate
Stick/Puck
Source: Sessions Total
Total Cash Revenues
In-Kind Revenues:
Aloha Hockey Org Matching Grant
Contractor Service
Volunteers
Total In-Kind Revenues
Total Revenue

59,200
400

$

-

Accrue income after Oct. 30th openening date
Accrue income after Oct. 30th openening date
Expected amount from past season averages
Accrue income after Oct. 30th openening date
Fundraiser events are TBD during COVID19
Season goal is $75,000
Endowment
Accrue income after Oct. 30th openening date
All programs begin after Oct. 30th

400

2,500
-

Economic Development Grant Request

-

Accrue income after Oct. 30th openening date
Accrue income after Oct. 30th openening date
Accrue income after Oct. 30th openening date
Accrue income after Oct. 30th openening date
Accrue income after Oct. 30th openening date
Accrue income after Oct. 30th openening date
Accrue income after Oct. 30th openening date
Accrue income after Oct. 30th openening date
All skating sessoins begin after Oct. 30th
Accrue income after Oct. 30th openening date
Accrue income after Oct. 30th openening date
Accrue income after Oct. 30th openening date
Accrue income after Oct. 30th openening date
Accrue income after Oct. 30th openening date
Accrue income after Oct. 30th openening date
Accrue income after Oct. 30th openening date
Accrue income after Oct. 30th openening date
Accrue income after Oct. 30th openening date
Cash revenues begin after Oct. 30th opening date
In-kind services do not accrue until Oct. 30th opening date
Hockey gear match donation given by Aloha Hockey
Contractor to help install new hockey benches if purchased
Estimate 2540 hours of service from board members, hockey coaches
and parents, youth volunteers, and retired volunteers.
Revenues will fall short of expected income during 2020-2021 season

EXPENSES
Cash Expenses Advertising
Arena Supplies
Business Expenses
Concessions
Fundraising
Insurance
Payroll
Payroll Expenses
Employee Benefits
Payroll Taxes
Source: Payroll Total
Pest Control
Professional services
Program Expenses
Property Taxes
Rent
Utilities
Travel
Repair and Maitenance
Total Cash Expenses
In-Kind Expenses
Total In-Kind Expenses
Total Expenses
Net Income<Expense>

$
$
$
$
$500

22,000
300
700
23,000
-

$
$
$

$

600
2,500
400
50,000
50,000

$

22,400 #NAME?

$

$

COVID19 reopening costs will increase this rate, not spending yet
COVID19 reopening costs will increase this rate
COVID19 reopening costs will increase this rate, not spending yet
Estimate from past years
Estimate from past years
Estimate from past years
Fulltime staff since July 1st, COVID19 reopening may require hiring
additional staff to ensure safety and facility operations
Estimate in Com. Column for full-time employees since July 1st
Estimate in Com. Column for full-time employees since July 1st
Estimate from past years
Costs since July 1st, estimates in Pending from year's past
Estimates in Pending from year's past
Estimates in Pending from year's past
Costs since July 1st, estimates in Pending from year's past
Costs since July 1st, estimates in Pending from year's past
Electricity garbage, water. Strongly weather dependent
Estimate from past years
Estimate from past years, however ice chillers need replacement by
2022 in $1million fundraising campaign
-

-

Expenses not applicable at this time
Expenses not applicable at this time
Not including reopening and unforeseen expenses due to COVID19

-

-

KIS expects at least $8000 additional expenses as a result of
COVID19 reopening guideline procedures for ice rink facilities and will
have an actual amount of expenses by Dec. 1st, 2020

NOTES
Be as specific as possible; provide explanation to help clarify budget items
Use the "Actual" column when preparing your final report; submit this form with the final report
Use additional space or lines if necessary to provide complete information
Value all volunteer labor at $12.50 per hour for in-kind revenues and expenses.

Form # KCF 4005C
Revised the 28th of June, 2016
Page 1 of 1

KIS Budget Sheet 2020-2021
Income
Ads
Concession
Contributions
Events
Total Fundraising
(as of 9-22-2020) $0 raised, goal of $50k by March 2021
Total Grants
(as of 9-22-2020) Our goal is $75,000 by Jan. 2021
Int Div Income Endow
Merch
Program
Adult Hock
Hock LSP
Group Less
Priv Less
Youth Hockey
Total Program Income
Rental Equip
Skate Sharp
Skate Sessions
After school
Broomball
Curling
Drop In Hock
Family Skate
Ice Rink Rental
Open Skate
Stick/Puck
Total Skating Session
Total Income

$8,000
$12,000
$1,350
$15,850
$50,000
$61,700
$400
$2,000
$8,000
$5,691
$3,500
$700
$40,000
$57,891
$26,600
$1,400
$2,000
$250
$5,000
$1,700
$7,200
$8,000
$39,500
$2,000
$65,650
$302,841

Expenses
Advertising
Arena Supplies
Business Expenses
Concession
Fundraising
Insurance
Payroll

$9,000
$6,000
$14,085
$8,000
$17,000
$16,700
Payroll Expenses
Employee Benefits
Payroll Taxes

Total Expenses

$116,000
$5,500
$11,000
$132,500
$925
$5,500
$17,250
$1,200
$7,000
$24,500
$1,400
$52,950
$314,010

Net Income

-$11,169

Total Payroll
Pest control
Professional Fees
Program Expenses
Property Taxes
Rent
Repair and Maitanance
Travel
Utilities

This budget accounts for the estimated increase in expenses to open the Bill Collier Ice Arena under COVID19 reopening guidelines. KIS needs
$13,300 in grants to meet our goal of $75,000. Umpqua Bank funds will support operational expenses in advertising, arena supplies, and business
and payroll expenses.

Additional Letters of Support:

Bill Collier Ice Arena has been part of our winters for the past 11 years. They
advertised that hockey is the best sport on earth and our kids really took to that. Our
small town seasonal outdoor rink offers some of the best sheets of ice on the west
coast because it is outside and we have fairly cold winters. Our kids participate in
hockey but also stick and puck, open skate, lessons, and the annual well attended ice
show. The rink does not have deep pockets and needs to add some amenities to keep
the skaters coming. We have dreamed of a warming hut for years but the rink has
much dire needs like a new chiller and more rental equipment. We hope that you may
strongly consider supporting our local gem to keep our youth active and continue to
offer family centered winter sports.
Thank you for your consideration,
Linda, Aaron, Ian and Jackson Tesman

_____________________________________________________________________

The Bill Collier Ice Arena holds a special spot in our family and community. For our
family, it has given us the opportunity to watch our son develop into not only a hockey
player, but a member of a team. As this team grows, each player is learning life lessons
that will make them better human beings. These kids work to build each other up and
have each other’s backs, on and off the ice. They are coached and mentored by a
group of adults that give not only their time and talents, but their care and compassion.
This rink is its own community. A community that is diverse and hardworking…a
community that we are proud and grateful to be members of.
Courtney and Michael Balzotti
Parent of Luke Balzotti (12U Ice Hawk)

September 10, 2020

Dear 2020 Small Program Grant Committee,
Blue Zones Project-Healthy Klamath fully supports Bill Collier Ice Arena’s grant application for
“Increasing the Body of Knowledge for Cross-Jurisdictional Sharing in Public Health- Small Grant
Program.” Blue Zones Project- Healthy Klamath encourages changes to our community that lead to
healthier choices and improved overall wellbeing. Bringing residents, worksites, schools, restaurants,
grocery stores, and government together, Blue Zones Project- Healthy Klamath works across all sectors
utilizing over 140 volunteers to drive a community well-being transformation in Klamath Falls. We strive
to create active and healthy living environments, and we know that Bill Collier Ice Arena provides
important recreational and physical activity opportunities for our community.
Klamath County ranks among the lowest in Oregon in terms of access to physical activity and has among
the highest rates of low-income, underserved youth in the state. With the advent of COVID19, previous
physical activities for youth are limited. Indoor sports such as basketball, volleyball, and football games
are cancelled and there are fewer options than ever to support our most vulnerable population.
The Bill Collier Ice Arena has demonstrated a commitment to health promotion for the last 20 years,
offering affordable hockey, figure skating, curling, and broomball to citizens across Northern California
and Southern Oregon. The Arena facility is unique as the only outdoors-only, full size rink in 350 square
miles, serves 25,000 patrons a year, and is among one of the only ice sport venues in the state that will
remain operational during the winter 2020-2021 season. Your grant funding support will not only increase
access to fun, affordable, exercise for our most vulnerable population this year, it will impact the culture
of winter physical activity and wellbeing in the county for years to come.
We fully support Bill Collier Ice Arena in their mission to develop and provide affordable ice sports at
their outdoors, multi-use facility. The cancellation of indoor school sports makes the Arena the perfect
destination for our youth to access fun, affordable physical activity safely during this year. The project
will have lasting impact as the region’s population grows and the rink will be recognized as a local leader
in promoting a culture of health and physical activity. Access to physical activity is among our greatest
health need and Klamath County youth are among the most vulnerable, and we believe Bill Collier Ice
Arena will effectively succeed in helping both. Please consider Bill Collier Ice Arena for grant funding
this year.
Sincerely,

Merritt Driscoll, MPH
Executive Director
Blue Zones Project-Healthy Klamath

WENDT
FAMILY

Mr. Bill Anderson, Exec. Dir.
Bill Collier Ice Arena
Running Y Resort
Klamath Falls, OR . 97601

FOUNDATION

Dear Bill,
This letter is being written on behalf of the Bill Collier Ice Arena (BCIA) for grant applications you are
making to provide needed resources to operate our world class ice arena at the Running Y Resort in
Klamath Falls, Oregon. Klamath Falls is uniquely blessed in that no other small town in Oregon has a
non-profit organization managing a rink of this quality.
The ice rink provides so many great programs and services to our community and is a vital asset in youth
and adult sporting and athletic events . Our youth hockey and sporting event numbers continue to rise
each year, with over 150 players each year. And key to encouraging support from foundations, BCIA
does not turn away youth hockey participants for lack of financial ability. There are significant scholar
ships provided to families who do not have the resources to otherwise participate.
In addition to substantial open skating for the community at large there are a number of special events
for families and groups. Pricing for all events and team hockey participation is kept to an affordable
level. Each year the rink has over 25,000 total visitor participation units which is amazing for a small
community .
BCIA has a wonderful ice show each winter that is a highlight of the Klamath Falls winter events season.
Top flight skaters come from all across the country and unless it is an Olympic year, there are always
forme r Olympians participating in the event. The show is known to be one of the best in the Northwest.
In the past few years, BCIA also added curling as a wonderful new addition to the list of activities
appropriate for youth, adults and families . Curling has become very popular with area citizens and has
been a great additional program for the rink . Each year there are 20 weeks of curling team play in the
arena adding a key new program and a lot of excitement to the rink.
One of the real strengths of the BCIA is the enthusiasm and commitment of the volunteers, coaches,
referees and all folks who make this wonderful rink possible . I am on the board of directors for the rink
and the level of commitment and excitement for our board efforts exists at a very high level. Klamath is
an amazing town for our volunteer spirit and effort and the group working with the rink is exceptional.
Our foundation has been very involved with the rink since inception and we continue to provide
significant financial support for the rink, and are happy to do so.
Please don't hesitate to contact me should you have any questions regarding the rink, our commitment
to it and the vital role it plays in providing meaningful recreational assets to our community.
You rs in Phi lanthropy,
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Robert Kingzett, Executive Director
Wendt Family Foundation
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